The Promise of Light; The Promise of Freedom
We are called to experience the encounter with Christ so that, enlightened by his light, we might take it and make it shine everywhere. Igniting little lights in people’s hearts; being little lamps of the Gospel that bear a bit of love and hope: this is the mission of a Christian.
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Each year, we begin the season of Lent with readings that show us how Jesus started his ministry – by going off by himself into the desert.  
He’s looking for greater freedom – freedom from the cares and pull of the people around him, and freedom to remember who he is, “the beloved son of God,” but also the one who will become the “lamb of God” in sacrifice to us.
He takes this time to pare things down. He pares down his food, his outside distractions and comforts, and really listens to God.
Like Jesus, we too are called by the Spirit to get down to basics during Lent. Whenever we can, we must make the time, and the space, to entrust ourselves to God in prayer. The “wild beasts” of our fears and sinfulness may cause us anxiety as we stand before God in prayer, but the angels of hope and trust come there to minister to us. 
Later in Lent, we will read about the greatest miracles that Jesus gives us, an encounter with a “broken” woman at the well, healing a blind man, and finally, raising his dear friend Lazarus from the dead. We hear his words, “unbind him and let him go.” These words remind us of the new life and freedom we are promised too.
We also see a version of the Transfiguration story, as we do every Lent. The dazzling brightness of divine love, divine light, is on full display for his friends, as it is for us too. This glimpse that he gives the disciples is that promise he makes to us – He is the light of the world. Even the darkness of this world we’re in – right here in 2026 – cannot overcome the Light.
This is the hope of Easter. 

