Readings for February 15, 2026 – Sixth Sunday of Ordinary Time
‘Be Reconciled with Your Brother’
Jesus gives us a summary of Christian morality, offering a list of things to do, and to avoid doing. While he doesn’t disregard OT law, he emphasizes our need to nurture human relationships, as well as our relationship with God.
______________________________________________________________________________________

Opening Prayer – Oh God of love and mercy, we seek to be filled, directed and empowered by your Spirit. As we approach the holy season of Lent, show us what we need so we can follow your Gospel more fully. Help us to work on trusting in you more completely, and on being reconciled and in right relationship with God and others. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Reading 1  Sirach 15:15-20
If you choose you can keep the commandments, they will save you;                                                                   if you trust in God, you too shall live; he has set before you fire and water                                                    to whichever you choose, stretch forth your hand. Before man are life and death, good and evil, whichever he chooses shall be given him.
Immense is the wisdom of the Lord; he is mighty in power, and all-seeing.                                                     The eyes of God are on those who fear him; he understands man's every deed.                                        No one does he command to act unjustly, to none does he give license to sin.
 
Responsorial Psalm  Psalm 119:1-2, 4-5, 17-18, 33-34
R. (1b) Blessed are they who follow the law of the Lord!                                                                                   Blessed are they whose way is blameless, who walk in the law of the LORD.
Blessed are they who observe his decrees, who seek him with all their heart.
R. Blessed are they who follow the law of the Lord!
You have commanded that your precepts be diligently kept.
Oh, that I might be firm in the ways of keeping your statutes!
R. Blessed are they who follow the law of the Lord!
Be good to your servant, that I may live and keep your words.
Open my eyes, that I may consider the wonders of your law.
R. Blessed are they who follow the law of the Lord!
Instruct me, O LORD, in the way of your statutes, that I may exactly observe them.
Give me discernment, that I may observe your law and keep it with all my heart. – Blessed are they…
 
Reading 2 1 Corinthians 2:6-10
Brothers and sisters: We speak a wisdom to those who are mature, not a wisdom of this age,
nor of the rulers of this age who are passing away. Rather, we speak God's wisdom, mysterious, hidden,
which God predetermined before the ages for our glory, and which none of the rulers of this age knew;
for, if they had known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.
But as it is written: What eye has not seen, and ear has not heard, and what has not entered 
the human heart, what God has prepared for those who love him, this God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit scrutinizes everything, even the depths of God.
 
Gospel  Matthew 5:17-37 
Jesus said to his disciples: "Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets.
I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. Amen, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away,
not the smallest letter or the smallest part of a letter will pass from the law,
until all things have taken place.
Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments
and teaches others to do so will be called least in the kingdom of heaven.
But whoever obeys and teaches these commandments
will be called greatest in the kingdom of heaven. I tell you, unless your righteousness surpasses
that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.
"You have heard that it was said to your ancestors,
You shall not kill; and whoever kills will be liable to judgment.
But I say to you, whoever is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment;
and whoever says to his brother, 'Raqa,' will be answerable to the Sanhedrin;
and whoever says, 'You fool,' will be liable to fiery Gehenna.
Therefore, if you bring your gift to the altar, and there recall that your brother
has anything against you, leave your gift there at the altar,
go first and be reconciled with your brother, and then come and offer your gift.
Settle with your opponent quickly while on the way to court.
Otherwise your opponent will hand you over to the judge,
and the judge will hand you over to the guard, and you will be thrown into prison.
Amen, I say to you, you will not be released until you have paid the last penny.                                                  "You have heard that it was said, You shall not commit adultery.
But I say to you, everyone who looks at a woman with lust
has already committed adultery with her in his heart. If your right eye causes you to sin,
tear it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one of your members
than to have your whole body thrown into Gehenna. And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one of your members than to have your whole body go into Gehenna. "It was also said, Whoever divorces his wife must give her a bill of divorce.
But I say to you, whoever divorces his wife -  unless the marriage is unlawful - 
causes her to commit adultery, and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.
"Again you have heard that it was said to your ancestors, Do not take a false oath,
but make good to the Lord all that you vow.But I say to you, do not swear at all; not by heaven, for it is God's throne; nor by the earth, for it is his footstool; nor by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. Do not swear by your head, for you cannot make a single hair white or black.
Let your 'Yes' mean 'Yes,' and your 'No' mean 'No.' Anything more is from the evil one."
 
Related Reflections
The focus of today’s liturgy is “obedience to God’s word.” We are challenged to “keep the commandments, to walk in the law of the Lord.” In order to keep the commandments, we must first know what they are and then we must understand them correctly. Jesus deals with this problem in the Gospel. The Jews had a law about murder, but they had misread it to mean that one was in the clear as long as one was not actually, personally killing someone. Jesus challenged his Jewish followers to follow the correct interpretation of the law, which meant that they were not to be the kind of people who would kill or would do anything that leads to someone else’s death.

We Christians believe that God’s “command of perfect love” obliges us to do what is just and right. It is not good enough to stay out of trouble; we must work at setting things right in the world. It is not good enough to give food to the hungry; we must work at making ours a society in which people do not go hungry.
  	“Give me discernment, that I may observe your law and keep it with all my heart.”
The responsibility for alleviating the plight of the poor falls upon all members of society. As individuals, all citizens have a duty to assist the poor through acts of charity and personal commitment. But private charity and voluntary action are not sufficient. We also carry out our moral responsibility to assist and empower the poor by working collectively through government to establish just and effective public policies.

U.S. Bishops, Economic Justice for All,1986: 189.

                                                                                   By Gerald Darring  -  (published on liturgy.slu.edu)

Words from Pope Francis (Angelus Address, Feb. 18, 2020):

Jesus wants his followers to move from a formal observance of God's commands to an interior acceptance of them. … He encourages passing from a formal observance of the law to a substantial observance, welcoming the law in one's heart, which is the center of the intentions, decisions, words and gestures of each one of us. Good actions and evil ones start in the heart. …

Accepting the law of God in your heart, you understand that when you do not love your neighbor to some degree you kill yourself and others because hatred, rivalry and division kill the fraternal charity that is at the basis of interpersonal relationships. …
Jesus knows that it is not easy to live the commandments in this all-embracing way. He came into the world not only to fulfill the law, but also to give us his grace so that we can do the will of God by loving him and our brothers and sisters."

_________________________________________________________________________________

Jesus’ teachings concerning adultery (including unfaithfulness in one’s mind and heart) and divorce surely shocked any listeners who believed the letter of the law was what was necessary. Again, Jesus is upholding the Law and human dignity. His language is terribly strong. Maim your body rather than be sinful in your heart. Quite clearly, Jesus is reminding us that sin may also be in one’s attitude, one’s motivation, not only in outward actions that may hide the evil in one’s heart.

The final section of our gospel reading deals with the making of oaths. Certainly, in our court system, we make oaths concerning the truthfulness of our statements. But again, Jesus looks for simplicity and clarity concerning this. Just say the truth, speak without mental reservations or legal twists. Be trustworthy, speak from your heart. Say “yes” when you mean “yes,” and “no” when you mean “no.” Imagine how refreshing that would be in our everyday dealings with people. 
                                                                                     (From Prayer Time, Cycle A, Renew International)


“Who we become depends upon the choices we make. At particular times in our lives, really significant choices are made that shape our fate. When we are in a threshold time, what we decide to do determines what comes next.” - Jean Shinoda Bolen

Questions for Discussion

Jesus is critical of the Pharisees’ type of righteousness, which focuses on externals. They make sure everyone sees when they fast, pray on street corners, wash hands, etc. How do these things relate to the inner Spirit of the law? How do they relate to loving God and neighbor?


According to Pope Francis, (above) how does accepting the spirit of the law, not just the letter, lead to personal freedom?


Ask others in the group to define their idea of Christian morality. What seems to be at the heart of his teaching here? How close do you think we come to what Jesus asks of us?


Closing prayer:
Jesus, our Lord and Savior, you have given us yourself in Eucharist, you are with us to strengthen us in love for one another. Help us acknowledge our need for change. Help us to be “gospel people” who truly live in love, and holiness. It is through your love that we can become who we are called and created to be. We make our prayer, in your name, Amen.


Thoughts for the coming week:

Sometimes we do not see how others are affected by our decisions. How would our lives and relationships change if we were more conscious of the God-given human dignity of all the people we relate to every day?

How can we, as the People of God, promote attitudes within others and ourselves that truly promote the holiness Jesus requires of us all?
