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FEAR (NOT) OF THE LORD  
By Eric A. Clayton , Deputy Director of CommunicaƟons Jesuit Conference of Canada and the United States 

As an elementary school student learning about the GiŌs of the 
Holy Spirit, I always found myself stumbling over the seventh 
giŌ: Fear of the Lord. A frightening giŌ, to say the least. The oth-
er giŌs — wisdom, understanding, counsel, forƟtude, knowledge 
and piety — seemed expansive, aimed at increasing God’s very 
self alive within us. Filled with these great giŌs, we were then 
sent out into the world to do God’s good work. 

 
Fear, on the other hand, is paralyzing. Fear keeps us from flour-
ishing. Fear doesn’t send us out; fear closes us in. That’s not 
what God desires, as Pope Francis so beauƟfully taught: “[Fear 
of the Lord] does not mean being afraid of God: we know well 
that God is Father, that he loves us and wants our salvaƟon, and 
he always forgives, always; thus, there is no reason to be scared 
of him! 
Somewhere along the way, my catecheƟcal books began to re-
place Fear of the Lord with Wonder and Awe. In truth, no maƩer 
how this parƟcular giŌ is arƟculated, the underlying point is the 
same: God is so great, so far beyond our wildest imaginings, so 
mysterious and wondrous, that the only proper disposiƟon with 
which to approach God is one of profound amazement, awe, 
wonder. If there’s anything to be afraid of, it’s that of being sep-
arated from God’s great love. We recognize how uƩerly, how 
necessarily dependent upon God we truly are, and so we stand 
filled with both trepidaƟon and delight that God conƟnues to 
draw us near. 

And God does draw us near. Jesus himself comes to the apostles 
across the raging sea. “Take courage, it is I; do not be 
afraid.” (Mt 14:27) And when Peter quesƟons Christ’s presence, 
Jesus doesn’t say, “Cower at my greatness!” He does not say, 
“Keep quiet, you fool!” He doesn’t say, “Get out of my sight, you 
scrap of dust!” 
No. Jesus says, “Come.” Jesus invites Peter — invites us — to 
draw ever nearer. And when we fail, when we fall short, when 
the storms of life conƟnue to toss us about, Jesus doesn’t dis-
miss us as too weak, as expendable, as unworthy. Jesus stretch-
es out his hand and catches us. 
(This week, you might consider praying with MaƩhew 14: 22-
33 to see what Jesus has to say to you about fear and faith and 
the storms of this moment.) 

The apostles are rightly afraid; the winds and the waves are ter-
rifying. But God does not will that we live paralyzed by fear; ra-
ther, God quite literally calls us out from it. How wonderful, how 
awesome is our God!   Recognizing this giŌ of the Spirit as one of 
wonder and awe liŌs our gaze toward God and God’s people. 
Our spiritual lives are not nourished when we cower in fear; this 
is not the kind of fear that is of the Lord. 
Pope Francis again: “Fear of the Lord allows us to be aware that 
everything comes from grace and that our true strength lies 
solely in following the Lord Jesus and in allowing the Father to 
bestow upon us his goodness and his mercy.” 

The last many days and weeks and months have been marred by 
images across our screens and acƟons undertaken throughout 
our communiƟes that strike fear into our hearts: fear for our-
selves, for our neighbors, for our world and for our future. There 
are many things to be rightly fearful of, and yet, that fear is not 
of God. God does not will that God’s own people be plagued by 
a fear that keeps them bound and shackled to a life of hiding and 
hopelessness. God desires not fear but flourishing. 
And so, the quesƟon becomes: What do we desire? Do we desire 
that the People of God — our neighbors, our friends, people 
near and far, known and not — be condemned to live their lives 
ensnared by fear? Or, do we desire that which God desires: that 
each person be granted the opportunity to a life that is full and 
flourishing? And if so, what do we need to do as a result? 
St. IgnaƟus offers us two standards with which to judge our deci-
sion-making; he names them the standard of the enemy and the 
standard of Christ. For IgnaƟus these were flags carried into 
baƩle; you stood beneath the one to which you had pledged 
yourself. We might see and judge those standards today by re-
flecƟng upon whether we stand beneath a standard of human 
fear or a standard of human flourishing. But we don’t simply 
stand beneath these standards — we follow them. They set the 
trajectory for our lives. 
Let’s turn once more to Pope Francis: “When a person lives in 
evil, when one blasphemes against God, when one exploits oth-
ers, when he tyrannizes them, when he lives only for money, for 
vanity, or power, or pride, then the holy fear of God sends us a 
warning: be careful! … May fear of the Lord make [such people] 
understand that one day all things will come to an end and they 
will have to give account to God.” 
 
There is a less holy text that offers us another helpful trajectory-
seƫng piece of wisdom. Master Yoda — that wizened old teach-
er of the Star Wars franchise — says this of fear: “Fear is the 
path to the dark side of the Force. Fear leads to anger. Anger 
leads to hate. Hate least to suffering.” 
 
How do we respond to fear? Walk with those who suffer — and 
help bind their wounds. Resist the seducƟve lure of hate, power, 
pride, greed and vanity. Quench the flames of anger. And turn to 
wonder: What does this moment demand of me? How might I 
act in a way that is reflecƟve of our God? Turn to awe: How won-
derfully made is all of creaƟon! 
 
We would do well to remember our God who desires not hate 
but love, not judgment but mercy, not anger but understanding, 
not contempt but curiosity, not violence but peace, not fear but 
flourishing.   
 
This reflecƟon is shared with the author’s consent.  



 

 

 

RENEW.  REFRESH.  REJOICE. 
We are a fellowship group, a warm welcoming community, 
who have been meeƟng during Advent and Lent since the 
1970's.  We have a prayer service using the Sunday's readings 
and then break our fast with a potluck, and round-the-table 
we each share brief reflecƟons of what stood out in the read-
ings. 

Fridays @ 5:30PM   Parish Rectory Lounge & Zoom 

Feb 20, 27, and Mar 13, 20, & 27  (March 6 TBD ) 

Contact rlamey@umich.edu  

INTO THE LIGHT 



 

 

 
 
Info MeeƟng 

           THANK YOU! 
 

Our sincere thanks go out to all the volunteers at 
the DayƟme Warming Center for their compas-
sion, commitment, and generosity of spirit. We’re 
also deeply grateful to everyone who contributed 
donaƟons—your kindness has made a meaningful 
difference. We are truly fortunate to be part of 
such a caring and supporƟve community.  



 

 



 

 

MEETINGS & EVENTS: FEBRUARY 8—FEBRUARY 15 
 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8 
8:15 AM Family Faith Formation (8:15am  session)— Donnelly Hall,+ 
10:00 AM Children’s Liturgy of the Word — Loyola Room, + 
11:15 AM Family Faith Formation (11:15am  session)— Donnelly Hall,+ 
12:45 PM  ESL (English as a Second Language) — Newman Hall 
1:00 PM  Spanish Reconciliation — Confessional (Church) 
1:00 PM  International Samaritan Trip Info Session  — Loyola Room 
1:10 PM Bilingual Rosary — Church 
3:15 PM H/L Sacramental Prep Class — Loyola Room, + 
3:15 PM Teen Confirmation — Donnelly Hall, + 
3:15 PM Catechesis of the Good Shephard - Spanish — Rectory Lounge 
4:00 PM Reconciliation — Confessional (Church) 
7:00 PM Reconciliation — Confessional (Church) 
9:00 PM Sunday Snacks — Loyola Room 

 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 9 
3:30 PM        Adoration — Church 
5:45 PM Rosary  for Peace — Church 
6:30 PM Grad/YP Men’s Group — Newman Room 
6:30 PM Grad/YP Women’s Group — Rectory Dining Room , Rectory Lounge  
7:00 PM Born for Joy — Whitman  Room  
7:30 PM Catholic Student Evangelization Meeting — Loyola Room 
8:00 PM Middle Eastern Bible Study —  Newman Hall 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10 
3:30 PM        Adoration—Church 
7:00 PM Men’s/Women’s Connect Groups — Newman Hall, Rectory Lounge 
7:00 PM Catholic Thinkers Book Club  — Whitman Room 
7:00 PM Music rehearsal for Triduum  — Church 
8:30 PM Sacred Heart Devotion Group — Rectory Dining Room , Rectory 
Lounge  

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11 
5:45 PM Reconciliation — Donnelly Hall, Monteith Room 
5:45 PM Eucharistic Adoration/Praise and Worship — Church 
7:00 PM Parish Council Meeting — Newman Hall 
7:00 PM Cristeros — Rectory Lounge 
7:00 PM OCIA — Donnelly Hall 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12 
10:15 AM      Women of the Heart—Donnelly Hall 
3:30 PM        Adoration—Church 
3:30 PM        Hope Clinic Meal Team—off-site 
6:00 PM Ig.nite — Newman Hall 
 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 13 
8:15 AM Rosary  in Spanish— ZOOM 
2:00 PM Sacred Heart Devotion Group — Rectory Dining Room, + 
4:30 PM Undergraduate Men’s Bible Study — Rectory Lounge 
5:00 PM Crochet Club— Loyola Room 
5:00 PM  Pre Marriage Seminar — Church, Newman Hall, Newman Lounge, + 
 
 
 

MASS INTENTIONS: FEBRUARY 7 —  FEBRUARY  15 

SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY 7 
5:00 PM Mass for People of the Parish  

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8 
8:30 AM Mass for Rich Rademacher 
10:00 AM Mass for +Janine Hutchinson 
12:00 PM Mass for Debbie Nicholson 
2:00 PM Mass for  
5:00 PM Mass for  
8:00 PM Mass for  

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 9 
5:10 PM Mass for  

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10 
5:10 PM Mass for  

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11 
5:10 PM Mass for  

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12 
5:10 PM Mass for  

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 13 
12:10 PM Mass for  

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14 
5:00 PM Mass for +Art Lamey 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15 
8:30 AM Mass for +Sister Barbara Cervenka 
10:00 AM Mass for +Patricia DeAgostino 
12:00 PM Mass for  
2:00 PM Mass for +Rafael Ronquillo y +Juana Esquivel 
5:00 PM Mass for People of the Parish 
8:00 PM Mass for Olivia Baker 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14 
9:00 AM  Pre Marriage Seminar — Church, Newman Hall, New-
man Lounge, + 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15 
10:00 AM Children’s Liturgy of the Word — Loyola Room, + 
11:00 AM Intercultural Festival— Newman Hall,+ 
12:45 PM  ESL (English as a Second Language) — Donnelly Hall 
1:00 PM  Spanish Reconciliation — Confessional (Church) 
1:10 PM Bilingual Rosary — Church 
3:00 PM Be Bold — Rectory Dining Room, + 
4:00 PM Reconciliation — Confessional (Church) 
7:00 PM Reconciliation — Confessional (Church) 
9:00 PM Sunday Snacks — Loyola Room 



 

 

OFFICE HOURS   
Sunday 8:00 AM - 10:00 PM   

Monday 10:00 AM - 10:00 PM  

Tuesday  10:00 AM—10:00 PM 

Wednesday 10:00 AM - 10:00 PM  

Thursday 10:00 AM - 10:00 PM  

Friday  10:00 AM - 7:00 PM  

Saturday 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM  
 

MASS TIMES 
SATURDAY VIGIL 

5:00 PM 
 

SUNDAY MASSES   
 

8:30 AM 
 

10:00 AM  
 

Watch live or anyƟme aŌer the mass  
www.michigancatholics.org/category/live-mass/ 

 

Noon 

2:00 PM (Spanish) 
Watch live or anyƟme aŌer the mass  

www.michigancatholics.org/category/misa-en-linea/  
 

5:00 PM 

DAILY MASSES   
Monday-Thursday 5:10 PM  

Friday 12:10 PM    
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  
Sunday 1:00 PM—1:30 PM, 4:00 PM - 4:30 PM 

and 7:00 PM– 7:30 PM  

Wednesday 5:45 PM - 6:30  PM 
or by appointment 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Monday , Tuesday & Thursday  3:30 PM - 4:30 PM 
Wednesday 5:45 PM - 9:00 PM 

 

WINTER SCHEDULE 

LGBT  OUTREACH  MINISTRY 
7:00 PM ON  THE  3RD TUESDAY OF THE MONTH  
MeeƟngs are private and confidenƟal. As a diverse community 
of believers, we respect each person as a unique reflecƟon of 
God's presence in our midst We provide a safe space for discus-
sion, healing, and prayer. Next meeƟng :  Tuesday February 17 
at 7 PM.  

Contact group members Rodrigo  rodri_cg@hotmail.com or  
Cynthia jcynthia@umich.edu 

CATHOLIC THINKERS BOOK CLUB  
Tuesday February 10 @ 7:00 pm 
 
All are invited to join us on Tuesday Feb. 10th from 
7:00 to 8:30 p.m. in the Loyola Room.   

Our discussion will be based on "Short Stories by Jesus: The Enig-
maƟc Parables of a Controversial Rabbi" by Amy-Jill Levine.  The 
author, who is Jewish, has taught in many ChrisƟan seminaries 
and universiƟes.  In this book, Levine addresses common errone-
ous, and someƟmes anƟ-SemiƟc, interpretaƟons of the Parables 
and challenges us to consider them in their historical and Jewish 
context.  Please read the IntroducƟon and Conclusion and 
choose at least one chapter devoted to a Parable that you find 
most interesƟng.   
Contact David Kieras at kieras@umich.edu for addiƟon-
al informaƟon.  

DISCIPLE MAKER INDEX SURVEY  

The Disciple Maker Index (DMI) survey will officially launch on 
February 17, inviƟng our parish community to reflect on our 
journey to know, love, and serve Christ. The survey will be 
available both online and in paper form and takes about 10–15 
minutes to complete, with all responses remaining confidenƟal.  
On Sunday, February 22, we will host a special survey weekend 
with coffee and donuts Sunday Morning, and parishioners will 
have the opportunity to complete the survey using available 
computers or paper copies. Thank you for supporƟng this im-
portant step in strengthening our parish and please conƟnue to 
pray for the growth and mission of our community.  



 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
Midwest Jesuits March 22, 2026 —  
Following the 10:00 a.m. Mass  
 
The Midwest Jesuits invite you to join us for coffee, 
donuts and a short reflecƟon following the 10:00 a.m. 
Mass on March 22nd. Fr. Kyle Shinseki, SJ, will preside 
at Mass and Mr. Edwin Wesonga, SJ, a Regent at Loyola 
High School Detroit, will offer a brief reflecƟon. So that 
we can offer you our best hospitality, please let us 
know you’re coming by registering at  
jesuitsmidwest.org/lent26. 

 

St. Thomas the Apostle Parish is thrilled to host a special 
screening of Triumph of the Heart, the moving true story of St. 
Maximilian Kolbe, the Franciscan priest who offered his life in 
exchange for another prisoner at Auschwitz during World War 
II. Come and be inspired by this powerful witness of faith, cour-
age, and sacrificial love.   

Tickets available at:  bit.ly/4aemsOV 



 

 

Sign up with KROGER to donate a % of your purchases: 

1. Visit kroger.com/communityrewards 

2. Create a digital account 

3. Link your card to "St. Mary Student Parish" #JF263  

Note:  If you don't have a Kroger Rewards card, they are 
available at the customer service desk at any Kroger. 

We use ParishSoŌ giving for our online giving plaƞorm.  Using this 
plaƞorm you can make one-Ɵme donaƟons or set up recurring dona-
Ɵons.  

Please click HERE to use the plaƞorm.  Or copy and paste:  
giving.parishsoŌ.com/app/giving/smsp 

If you have any quesƟons please contact Kristen Gowman 

 

These can be sent in our offertory envelopes or in another envelope 
with a note for allocaƟon, such as offertory, Sunday mass, etc.  

These can be sent to our mailing address: 
St. Mary Student Parish, 331 Thompson Street, Ann Arbor, MI 48104 

 

If you have misplaced items while at 
church, we may have them waiƟng for 
you in the parish office! Please stop by 
the office to check the Lost & Found 
box.  
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Fr. Kyle Shinseki, SJ Pastor 
ext 221 kshinseki@smspnewman.org 
Fr. Dan Dixon, SJ Parochial Vicar 
 ext 225   ddixon@smspnewman.org 
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ext 246   bkarle@smspnewman.org 
 

Fr. Joel Medina, SJ Pastoral Associate 
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ChrisƟna Benitez AdministraƟve Assistant 
    ext 226 cbenitez@smspnewman.org 
Meg Fitzpatrick Development Coordinator  
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Bailey Burke Campus Ministry Coordinator 
    ext 235 bburke@smspnewman.org 
Carson Ching Campus Missionary Disciple 
    ext 232 cching@smspnewman.org 
 

Julie Mussio Marriage PreparaƟon & Ministry Schedule 
Coordinator  
ext 243   jmussio@smspnewman.org 

 

Kristen Gowman Bookkeeper   
ext 241   kgowman@smspnewman.org 

 

Audrey Gyolai Family Faith Coordinator 
ext 247   agyolai@smspnewman.org 

Maribel Rosas-Palma Hispanic/LaƟno Sacramental PreparaƟon 
Coordinator   

 ext 222   mrosas@smspnewman.org 
 

Rita Zyber  OCIA & SCC Coordinator 
 ext 230   rzyber@smspnewman.org 
Camryn Hurley Music Coordinator 
     churley@smspnewman.org  
 

Rosa Luz PosƟgo Hispanic/LaƟno Ministry Coordinator  
ext 248   rposƟgo@smspnewman.org  

 

Sue Walters Database Coordinator    
ext 239   swalters@smspnewman.org 

 

Ron QuaƩlebaum Custodian/Maintenance Technician 
ext 0   rquaƩlebaum@smspnewman.org 

Mark Kelly Custodian/Maintenance Technician 
markkell@umich.edu 
Kelsey Hankins Custodian 

kelseyhankins0163@yahoo.com 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 



THIS BULLETIN IS FURNISHED TO THE PARISH WITHOUT CHARGE.  
The adverƟsements that appear completely defray all publishing costs with which the church would 
otherwise be burdened. Please patronize these sponsors as a thank you for their kind generosity.  

PLEASE THANK 
OUR SPONSORS! 

  

February 8—FiŌh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Reading I  Is 58:7-10 

Psalm   Ps 112:4-9 

Reading II 1 Cor 2:1-5 

Gospel   Mt 5:13-16 

Through the power of God, we can be a light to the world by our 
loving concern for others, especially the poor and oppressed. 

February 15—Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Reading I  76: Sir 15:15-20 

Psalm   Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 17-18, 33-34 

Reading II 1 Cor 2:6-10 

Gospel   Mt 5:17-37 

In Jesus is revealed a new wisdom (2), a new law, a new way of living 
(3). Happy are they who choose to keep his commandments (1) and 
follow his ways (Ps). 


